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The Kikar Tree

I grow upward, my march i3 heavenwarc

My face is turned to the God of skiss. Nor
village, nor city, nor palace, nor hut | need
in this world of thine.

I am he, who can pass his days without aroof
over his head, in rain, sunshing, hail and storm:

| love to look at the God of the skies.

I need but a smali piece of ground for my roots
to stand in 1o, biossom, bear fruit and dis.

| need neither raiment nor food from thee, O
world !

The rain—water is enocugh for me, | drink and |
grow.

! live on air, desire naught.

| am all alone in myself, the ascetic of centuries

passed and the ascetic of the centuries yet to
come !

And yet for me, O world thou hast but an axe ?
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The song of the Godavri*

(The river Godavri feels a glorious
joy as Guru Gobind  Singh, from the
Punjab, wets His feet in her waters,
and the river bursts into the following
ecstatic song)

The thrill of tife, the lotus—touch of
His feet, has made me sweetly insane
with joy.

The  sacred moon has drawn  to
me the trembling tides of song.
In ' every ‘wave of mine thiob  the

thythm of the celestial song,

And | tremble as a little reed shaken
by the wind.

It has kindled suddeniy every ripple of

mine with the glow of life.

*The Godavri like the Ganges, is a sacred
river, where hundreds and thousands of the Hindu

saints, adepts and yogis go on pilgrimage.
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And in my . myriad waves | quiver for
ever, restless in love, like the lightning
of the sky.

It has lifted me off. my feet and
I fleat in sweetest confusion of love.

I rise out of myself, every drob trambling
in this universe of song.

I melt into million ripples at - His
feet.
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